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How To Use 
EBSCOhost provides Asbury University students, faculty, and staff with access to several different databases, one of which is ERIC. At the present time, EBSCOhost can be accessed on any computer using any web browser such as Firefox or Internet Explorer.  

Start at the Library web page:   http://www.asbury.edu/library
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Next, click on the words “Find Articles”.  Then click on the link that says “Entire List.”  This list is our complete listing of article databases.   It is alphabetical.  Scroll down to “ERIC” and click on it.

 About the ERIC Database
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The U.S. Department of Education produces the Educational Resource Information Center (ERIC) database which provides indexing and abstracts.  It is divided into two sections; the Resources In Education Index (RIE) section, which contains material from thousands of research and technical reports and the Current Index to Journals in Education (CIJE) section, which indexes more than 750 education and education-related journals.  This unique database includes full text (or the complete article where indicated) for thousands of ERIC digest records.
The BASIC SEARCH Screen

A search begins at the Search screen, which contains a field for entering search terms and search options to adjust the focus of your search. EBSCOhost will search the database(s) you selected (on the Database Selection screen) for items that contain your search terms.   (The search options available on your screen will change for each database.) 

Creating a Search 

· On the search screen, enter your search terms in the search box. 
· Select SEARCH to begin your search.

Searching Techniques

There are a number of helpful tips and hints you can use to improve your search results. You can choose one or more searching tools that are described below. For example, you can use Boolean operators; control the search order; limit the search to a specific title; and /or restrict the search to a particular date range.

Boolean Operators

Sometimes a search can be overly general (results produce too many hits) or overly specific (results equal too few hits).  Boolean Logic defines logical relationships between terms in a search. The Boolean search operators are AND, OR and NOT.  To refine your search, you can use AND, OR, and NOT operators to link your search words together. These operators will help you narrow or broaden your search to better express the terms you are looking for and to retrieve the exact information you need quickly.  Using these operators allows you to create a very broad or very narrow search. A Boolean search can be performed on the Basic Search screen. 

AND OPERATOR: If you have a search term that is too general, you can append several terms together using AND.  The AND operator combines search terms so that each search result contains all of the terms. 

 
Example:  travel and Europe




     education and technology 

OR OPERATOR: In order to broaden a search, you can link terms together by using the OR operator. The OR operator combines search terms so that each search result contains at least one of the terms. 

  
Example:  college or university




    instruction or teaching 

NOT OPERATOR: In order to narrow a search, you can link words together by using the NOT operator. This operator will help you to filter out specific topics you do not wish included as part of your search.  The NOT operator excludes terms so that each search result does not contain that term.
 
 
Example:  television not cable



     
    kindergarten not preschool 
Parenthesis also may be used in a search query. Without parenthesis, a search is executed from left to right. Words that you enclose in parenthesis are searched first.  Parenthesis allow you to control and define the way the search will be executed. The left phrase in parenthesis is searched first; then based upon those results the second phrase in parenthesis is searched.

Generalized Search: 

dog or cat and show or parade


Focused Search: 

(dog or cat) and (show or parade)

In the first example, the search will retrieve everything on dog or cat shows as well as everything on parades whether or not the articles refer to dogs or cats.  In the second example, we have used the parenthesis to control our query to only find articles about shows or parades specifically referencing dogs or cats.

Using Quotation Marks

If you enter the search phrase "sink or swim" in double quotation marks EBSCOhost searches for the exact phrase. If the phrase is not enclosed in quotes, EBSCOhost treats or as a search operator, and finds results with either sink or swim.  Enclose all phrases in quotes and EBSOChost will search for the phrase exactly.

The Wildcard (?) and Truncation (*) 

Use the wildcard and truncation symbols to create searches where there are unknown characters, multiple spellings or various endings. 

The wildcard is represented by a question mark (?). To use the wildcard, enter the desired search terms and replace each unknown character with a “?”. EBSCOhost will find all citations of that word with the “?” replaced by a letter.   The wildcard replaces a single character.

Example:  ne?t 

Results:   “neat”, “nest” or “next”

Truncation is represented by an asterisk (*). To use truncation, enter the root of a search term and replace the ending with an “*”. EBSCOhost will find all forms of that word. 

Example:  comput* 

Results:   “computer” or “computing”

Search Options

[image: image4.png]Keyword | Thesaurus | Library Holdings = | Indexes.
8 rolder | NewFeaturest | Contactus | Help

‘ASBURY cOLLEGE
seobing: ERIC | GrooseDoboses >
| e f o K
e Optns | eS| Vol Sech | Secn eyt rficees»
Searchoptons =

Searchmodes@ @ BooleanPhrase Apply related words [~
© Find allmy search terms.
© Find any of my search terms

Limityour rests

Kt brary Perioical [ funes:
s
Schotary (peer
Reviewed Jurmah
Published Datefrom [T =] ves: [ o [T ] vew: [ eracHamber [

Publication [

Joumal or Document Intended Audience:
Cocuners (Sommisstns

s Cormursy’

[

Language [

®im Kinlaw Library - Asbury College i

EsscoSupportsie | prvacyPoley | Temsofise | Copyint
©2508 8500 Ikt . Al s e

spofpcs



[image: image5.png]‘Thesaurus. Inde

Keyword

Library Holdings

Searchig: ERIC | Croose Datebees -

older

Reshrand cotege suderts

 [SelectaFed opionsi 1 =20

5 | —r T ]

and [

Advancad Search

o [Seecta Fisd Gptonal)

ddnon

Vel Search | SeachHitorylers | Preereces »

>
ASBURY COLLEGE

440f1182>  Result it | Refine Seorch

Citation

Title:
Author(s):
Source:
1sst:

Descriptors:
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Options may be present on the Search screen that allows you to adjust the focus of a search. These options will allow you to narrow or broaden your search.  The options may vary in each database.

You can use a specific search mode, such as “Find all of my search terms,”; apply Limiters such as Full Text or Publication type; or use search options that expand your search, such as “Apply related words.”  
Limiters 

Limiters let you narrow the focus of your search so that the information retrieved from the databases you search are limited according to the values you select. You can use more than one limiter if more than one is available.  Common Limiters which may appear on your Search screen include: 

Full Text - Select this option to limit results to articles with full text. 

Local Titles (AC Periodical Titles) - Select this option to limit results to articles available at your library. 

Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals - Limits search results to articles from peer-reviewed journals. Peer-reviewed journals are publications that include only those articles that have been reviewed and/or qualified by a selected panel of acknowledged experts in

     the field of study covered by the journal.

Publication - Enter a magazine / journal name in this field to limit results to articles only from that title. 

Published Date - Use this option to search for articles within a specified date range. Create a range by using the drop-lists to specify the months of the range and enter the last two digits of the year in the entry fields to specify the years of the range. 
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The Advanced Search Screen

The Advanced Search Screen employs multiple search entry fields, Boolean operators, field codes, and search options that allow you to create a well-focused search. 

· Enter your search terms in the search boxes. 

· Select a Field Code from the in drop-list. (Example: enter world economy in the Find field, and select SU-Subject). Selecting a Field Code allows you to construct a search using indexed headings referenced in either the citation or full display (or full text, if available).  EBSCOhost translates these headings into two-letter codes, such as SU-Subject, AU-Author or TI-Article_title, to focus your search.   (Note: Field Codes are database specific. For more information on which searchable fields are available for the database you selected, view the Database Description for the selected database.) 

· Enter additional search terms in the optional search fields. 

· Connect your multiple search terms with Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT) to create a very broad or a very narrow search. Use the drop-lists to the left of each optional text box to select the Boolean operator that will connect your terms when searched: 

· Select from available search options. Select Limiter options to narrow search results or Expander options to broaden them. 

· There may also be special limiters available that are specific to the database(s) you are searching. Common limiters here include "Publication Type". 

· Select SEARCH to begin.
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The Result List

When EBSCOhost performs a search, a Result List will appear. This is the information retrieved from the databases that are searched. Search results can be citations, document summaries (or abstracts), or full text.  At the top left corner of the Result List, you will find the number of matching results. 

· Use the scroll bar or arrow keys to move up or down the current screen. 

· Each result is numbered, and the available formats for the article are displayed-–HTML full text, PDF full text, or linked full text. Click the linked page numbers (or forward/backward arrows) to move through the Result List.

· The article title is a hyperlink to the "best view" –this could be the citation; a brief citation plus full text; a PDF file; or links to full text. To view a different format, click on any of the icons listed below the title.  

· To see a preview of the citation, place your mouse over the Preview icon [image: image10.jpg]ASBURY UNIVERSITY CTETEID €@ ovickunks ¥
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 to view the Abstract.

· Use the Pages: links to jump to a page in the result list other than the next or previous pages of results. The closest five pages are available through these links. To jump to the next or previous five pages, use the >> or << links, respectively. 

· Limit your results – Apply limiters right from the Result List. Select any of the limiters displayed on the right column and click Update. A revised Result List displays. 

· Use the Search options link to refine your search. 
· Use Add to Folder button underneath each citation to add the item to your folder.

[image: image8.png]Demonstrstion Custamer

Seoctio: AcademicSeach Complete, Business Source Compet, . o0

S ot | VoS | Adrcadasch | Prornces s

Search options [

Scarchmodes @ © Boolen/Piease [—
© g ool mysearcherms. N .
© iodany of my sesrchterms [t ool

© smartTen sercing 182

Fatee 0 References Avalable (]





 The Full Record

When the citation view is displayed, it may also include a summary or an abstract. Your original keywords are highlighted throughout the record. If available, the full text of the article may appear below the citation. The author and subject of the record can appear as links that let you perform a search of that particular field. 

· The HTML Full Text link takes you directly to the full text of the article.

· The PDF Full Text link takes you to a PDF version of the full text. The PDF will open in the Adobe Reader.
To view Full Text from the citation just click on the link above the entry, such as shown below.  

[image: image9.wmf]

Sample Record
Title:
Teaching Our Youngest: A Guide for Preschool Teachers, Child Care & Family Providers.

Author(s):
Armbruster, Bonnie; Lehr, Fran; Osborn, Jean
Source:

40 pp.

Publication Date:
2002

Descriptors:

Beginning Reading, Child Caregivers, Classroom Environment, Early Childhood Education, Early Experience, Emergent Literacy, Numeracy, Parent Caregiver Relationship, Parent Teacher Cooperation, Preschool Teachers, Reading Aloud to Others, Student Evaluation, Teacher Role
Identifiers:
Print Awareness

Abstract:

Noting that everyone who interacts with a young child is a teacher, this booklet for preschool teachers and child care providers draws from scientifically based research about what they can do to help children develop their language abilities, increase their knowledge, become familiar with books and other printed materials, learn letters and sounds, recognize numbers, and learn to count. The booklet provides examples of ways to create an environment in the preschool classroom that will nurture children's natural curiosity and their zest for learning. Following an introduction, the booklet's sections cover: (1) Creating the Learning Environment for Young Children; (2) Reading Aloud to Children; (3) Developing Listening and Speaking Skills; (4) Teaching about the Sounds of Spoken Language; (5) Teaching about Print; (6) Teaching about Books; (7) Teaching about Letters; (8) Building Children's Background Knowledge and Thinking Skills; (9) Teaching about Numbers and Counting; (10) Checking Children's Progress; (11) Communicating with Parents and Caregivers; and (12) Some Helpful Terms To Know. The booklet concludes with a list of suggested readings on early childhood education. (HTH)
Notes:
  Appended is "7 Super Things Parents & Caregivers Can Do." Produced by the Early Childhood-Head Start Task Force.
Corporate Source:

Department of Education, Washington, DC.
Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, DC.
Language:
English

Number of Pages:
40

Intended Audience:
Practitioners; Teachers

Publication Type:
Guides - Classroom - Teacher

Availability:    Full Text from ERIC 
Available online
ED Pubs, P.O. Box 1398, Jessup, MD 20794-1398. Tel: 877-433-7827 (Toll Free); Fax: 301-470-1244; e-mail: edpubs@inet.ed.gov. For full text: http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/teachingouryoungest.
Journal Code:
RIEJUL2002
Entry Date:
2002

Accession Number:
ED461437
Persistent link to this record (Permalink): 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=eric&AN=ED461437&site=ehost-live 

Database: 
ERIC

Notes:

Please consult a librarian if you wish to obtain this article.

 Definition of Fields

The following table explains the contents of each field in an ERIC record's detailed display (not all fields are listed in every record). 

Field name


Description 

Title            


The item's title.    

Author(s)        
The name(s) of the person(s) who performed the research and/or wrote the report.  Listed as last name, first name or initial.

Source   
The journal name followed by the volume number, issue number, inclusive pagination, and the publication date or period.    

ISSN            


International Standard Serial Number.    

ISBN             


International Standard Book Number.    

Publication Date 

Date source published.

Descriptors      
Broad terms from the ERIC thesaurus describing the item's content. Major headings are preceded by an asterisk (*) in the ERIC record.    

Identifiers      
Proper names or specific terms identifying the subjects dealt with by this item.    

Abstract         


A brief summary of the item's content.    

Notes            
Additional descriptive notes for the user, sometimes contains pricing and availability information.    

Corporate  Source 
Name and alphanumeric code describing an alternate or supporting source for this information.    

Sponsoring Agency
Name and alphanumeric code identifying the contract supporting this publication and/or a code assigned by ERIC to the sponsoring agency.    

Government Level
Indicates source level where information was obtained (i.e. federal, state, foreign).    

Country of Publication   
Origin of the item by country, state, province or territory.    

Language(s)  


Original language of the source.    

Clearinghouse    
ERIC's clearinghouse name which describes the item's main focus, and an alphanumeric code assigned to the item.    

Contract Number  
Alphanumeric code identifying the grant or contract supporting this item.    

Report Number    
Alphanumeric code identifying this item; generated by the originating source.    

Pagination       

Total number of pages in the item.    

Audience         

Type of audience that the item is intended for.    

Publication Type(s)  

Categories of documents the record falls into as denoted by ERIC.    

Availability     

Alternate places where the item can be obtained.    

Availability Level    

A description indicating the type of availability of the item.    

Price            
Actual prices for paper copies and microfiche copies as determined by Eric Document Reproduction Services (EDRS); prices are represented by the EDRS alphanumeric price code.    

Accession Number or ERIC#      The ERIC accession number.  (either EJ or ED)
 Searchable Fields

 The following list will help you locate detailed information referenced in this database as a field.

 Searchable tag   
Description                             


Example

 SU              

Subject headings that briefly           
    

SU professional sports

                  

describe the item’s content 




 CS              

Core subject (major descriptor)        
   
CS high schools

                 

headings within an ERIC record

 AU              

Author(s) last name followed by       
  
AU Kolson, Kenneth

                  

his/her first name                            



 SO              

Source of a reference material and          

SO Time

                  

its volume #, issue #, date of publication,

                  

and the page numbers of the particular item

 TI              

The title of this item                      


TI water pollution

 EM              

Month of item’s entry into the ERIC 

EM 9502-9601

                 
 
database

 PT             
 
3 digit-code representing the type          

PT 042

                 
 
of publication and the actual              

PT Masters Theses

                  

name that code stands for                     



 LA              

Language of publication                     

LA German

 TY              

Limits the search to either journal        
 
TY ED

                 

 (EJ) or digest (ED) type records           

TY EJ

 AN              

ERIC accession number                       

AN EJ509000

 GE              

Origin of the item by country,              

GE South Africa

                  

state, province, or territory

 IN              

An originating Institution or               

IN Notre Dame

                  

Sponsoring Agency

 CH              

Clearinghouse name                     
     

CH information resources

 YR              

Year of publication                         


YR 1988-1991

 AB              

Searches the Abstract summary               

AB astronomy

                  

for keywords

 AG              

Type of audience the item is targeted towards             
AG parents




(For records since 1984. Searching in the TA 



field automatically limits your results to 



post-1983 records.)

ERIC Clearinghouses

The following clearinghouse codes can appear in the Clearinghouse (CH) field.  After each code is the subject area covered by the clearinghouse.

	CE    Adult, Career, and Vocational Education

CG    Counseling and Student Services

CS    Reading, English, and Communication

EA    Educational Management

EC    Disabilities and Gifted Education

FL    Languages and Linguistics

HE    Higher Education

IR    Information and Technology

JC    Community Colleges
	PS    Elementary and Early Childhood Education

RC    Rural Education and Small Schools

SE    Science, Mathematics, and Environmental Education

SO    Social Studies/Social Science Education

SP    Teaching and Teacher Education

TM    Assessment and Evaluation

UD    Urban 


Document Types

Since 1979, each ERIC record has been assigned a three-digit document type code. The Publication Type (PT) field contains the three-digit code, as well as a text equivalent.
	010   Books

020   Collected Works - General

021   Collected Works - Proceedings

022   Collected Works - Serials

030   Creative Works

040   Dissertations /Theses - Undetermined

041   Dissertations /Theses - Doctoral Dissertations

042   Dissertations /Theses - Masters Theses

043   Dissertations /Theses - Practicum Papers

050   Guides - General

051   Guides - Classroom - Learner

052   Guides - Classroom - Teacher

055   Guides - Non-classroom

060   Historical Materials

070   Information Analyses - General

071   Information Analyses - ERIC IAP's

072   Book/Product Reviews

073   ERIC Digests in Full Text

080   Journal Articles

090   Legal /Legislative /Regulatory Materials
	100   Non-Print Media

101   Computer Programs

102   Machine-Readable Data Files (MRDF)

110   Numeric /Quantitative Data

120   Opinion Papers

130   Reference Materials - General

131   Reference Materials - Bibliographies

132   Reference Materials - Directories /Catalogs

133   Reference Materials - Geographic Materials

134   Reference Materials - Vocabularies /Classifications

140   Reports - General

141   Reports - Descriptive

142   Reports - Evaluative

143   Reports - Research

150   Speeches /Meeting Papers

160   Tests /Questionnaires

170   Translations

171   Multilingual /Bilingual Materials




Audience List

The following audience types can appear in the Audience (AG) field.

	administrators

community

counselors

policymakers
	media-staff

parents

support-staff

teachers
	practitioners

researchers

students




 Search History
From the Advanced Search screen, you can review and reuse your advanced searches.  View the search history by clicking on the Search History link.  New searches can consist of combined or modified searches from the search history list.

The following columns are present in the Search History:

Add to Search - click on the box in front of any search you would like to include in a new search.

Search ID # - this column ocntains the number assigned to your searches.  Each search you conduct is assigned a number.  You can select a search from this panel by entering the search prefix (S) and number in the Find field.  (For example - S3)   The prefix is not case-sensitive.

Search Terms - This column contains the terms of the search as you entered them in the Find field, including any field codes and Boolean operators that were part of the search.

Limiters - The limiters used in your search are listed in this column.

Results - The number of results for the search is listed in this column.  When you click on the number, the Result List for that search appears.  Searches that do not produce results are included in the Search History, but display a zero in this column.  When you change databases, or add additional databases, searches saved in the current database display question marks in the Results column.

Revise Search - The Revise Search column indicates whether a search can be editied.  When you click on Revise, the search terms are displayed in the Find field.  Edit the search by editing the terms manually, entering field codes or adding limiters.

Delete - To remove a search string, click on the Delete button next to the search string you wish to eliminate.

The Search History includes only the searches from the current EBSCOhost session using the Advanced Search screen.  When your sessions ends, the Search History is cleared.  By default, the Search History displays your most recent six searches.  When you have performed more than six searches, you can select Show More Search History to open all the searches you have performed in your EBSCOhost session.  


 Using Records (Print, Email or Save)

You can copy (print, send to your e-mail account, or download to disk) one citation at a time or multiple records. To save selected records for copying, put them in your folder.

To print results:

      From the results list, either mark items or click on a link to the full text or a citation.

Click on PRINT button.

Choose what format (full text or detailed)

Click on PRINT button.

To e-mail records:

From the results list, either mark items or click on a link to the full text or a citation.

Click on E-MAIL button.

Choose what format (full text or detailed)

Supply a FULL email address

Click on the EMAIL button at the bottom of the screen
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